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SUBJECT: SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE 274-25 ADOPTING 2025 BUILDING
STANDARDS CODE

BACKGROUND

Every three years, the California Building Standards Commission updates the California building codes to reflect
the latest in building and fire safety standards. In 2025, the California Building Standards Commission
published the 2025 California Building Standards Code. The 2025 California Building Standards Code will
become effective on January 1, 2026.

DISCUSSION

While the 2025 California Building Standards Code will take effect on January 1, 2026 without any City action,
state law allows cities to adopt and amend the codes to meet local needs. Specifically, the City is permitted to
establish more restrictive building standards than those contained in the Code that are reasonably necessary
because of local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions. Also, adopting the California Building
Standards Code into the City’s Municipal Code will allow the City to prosecute violations of the Building
Standards Code as violations of its Municipal Code.

This proposed ordinance will adopt the 2025 California Building Standards Code. Additionally, the City
receives fire services from the Williams Fire Protection Authority. The 2025 California Fire Code was adopted
and amended by the Williams Fire Protection Authority in their Ordinance No. 25-01 on September 15, 2025.
This ordinance was ratified by the City of Williams on September 17, 2025. Staff recommends adopting most of
the 2025 Building Standards Code with Fire Protection Authority amendments set forth in Williams Fire
Protection Authority Ordinance No. 25-01.

FISCAL IMPACT
The adoption of the 2025 California Building Standards Codes will not have a fiscal impact on the city.

RECOMMENDATION

Waive the second reading and Adopt Ordinance No. 274-25, An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of
Williams, California, Adopting the 2025 California Building Standards Code.
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